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Unemployment rate falls to 6.7 percent in June

Alaska’s unemployment rate fell two-tenths of a per-
centage point in June to 6.7 percent, according to the 
Alaska Department of Labor & Workforce Develop-
ment. Typically, the rate rises at least slightly in June 
as new graduates and students on summer break 
begin looking for work. The unusual decline in the 
unemployment rate is likely due to a slightly later 
summer break for some school districts.

Anchorage’s unemployment rate was unchanged at 
5.6 percent, while Fairbanks and Juneau saw small 
increases to 5.9 percent and 4.9 percent, respec-
tively. The Denali Borough had the state’s lowest 
June unemployment rate at 2.9 percent and the Wade 
Hampton Census Area had the highest at 25.4 per-
cent.    

Alaska’s wage and salary job count increased by 
12,400 in June, with most of the increases coming 
from seasonal sectors such as leisure and hospitality 
(4,600), seafood processing (3,900) and construc-
tion (2,400). The number of government jobs fell by 
2,800 in June due to the summer break for the state 
university system and local schools.

The state’s June job count was 4,800 higher than in 
June 2005 for an over-the-year growth rate of 1.5 
percent. Alaska has added jobs at an average rate of 
about 1.8 percent over the last fi ve years.  Although 
the state continues to add jobs at a moderate rate, the 
source of the growth has changed, according to Dan 
Robinson, an economist with the department.

“For the last several years, health care and construc-
tion have led the way in job growth, but both indus-
tries seem to have cooled in 2006 and the oil and gas 
industry has picked up the slack,” Robinson said.      

From June 2005 to June 2006 the oil and gas in-
dustry added 1,100 jobs for a strong growth rate of 
12.9 percent.  Growth in health care has slowed to 
1.9 percent after being as high as 6 percent in 2004. 
Construction growth has also slowed to 1.9 percent 
after being above 5 percent in 2005.

June Unemployment for Selected Areas

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment

1 Private education only
2 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.

Contact:  Dan Robinson, Economist   (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis Web site: almis.labor.state.ak.us

1 All other unemployment rates in this press release are not seasonally adjusted.

Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates1

June 2006: Alaska   6.6% U.S.   4.6%
May 2006: Alaska   7.1% U.S.   4.6%

June 2005: Alaska   6.6% U.S.   5.0%

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
06/06 05/06 06/05 05/06 06/05

Total Nonfarm Employment 330,300 317,900 325,500 12,400 4,800
Natural Resources and Mining 11,900 11,700 10,800 200 1,100
     Oil and Gas 9,600 9,400 8,500 200 1,100
Construction 21,600 19,200 21,200 2,400 400
Manufacturing 14,400 10,300 14,200 4,100 200
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 67,900 66,000 67,000 1,900 900
     Retail Trade 38,300 37,100 37,600 1,200 700
Information 7,000 6,900 7,000 100 0
Financial Activities 15,300 14,800 15,100 500 200
Professional and Business Services 25,600 24,300 25,500 1,300 100
Educational1 and Health Services 36,500 36,400 36,100 100 400
     Health Care 26,600 26,300 26,100 300 500
Leisure and Hospitality 37,400 32,800 36,700 4,600 700
     Accommodation 10,600 8,600 10,600 2,000 0
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 21,800 19,700 21,100 2,100 700
Other Services 11,600 11,600 11,500 0 100
Government 2 81,100 83,900 80,400 -2,800 700

Sources for tables and graph:  Alaska Department of Labor & Workforce Development, Research and 
Analysis Section; and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
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