
Unemployment rate at 6.7 percent in March

Unemployment Rates, Alaska and U.S.
January 2001 to March 2008

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment1

1 Not seasonally adjusted
2 Private education only
3 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.

Contact: Dan Robinson, Economist (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis’ Web site: almis.labor.state.ak.us

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
3/08 2/08 3/07 2/08 3/07

Total Nonfarm Employment 307,400 304,800 305,700 2,600 1,700
Natural Resources and Mining 14,300 14,300 13,300 0 1,000
     Oil and Gas 12,000 12,000 11,100 0 900
Construction 13,800 13,500 14,900 300 -1,100
Manufacturing 11,800 11,600 11,800 200 0
     Seafood Processing 8,000 8,000 8,100 0 -100
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 61,200 60,700 60,300 500 900
     Retail Trade 34,700 34,300 34,200 400 500
Information 6,900 6,800 6,900 100 0
Financial Activities 14,600 14,600 14,700 0 -100
Professional and Business Services 24,300 24,100 23,900 200 400
Educational 2 and Health Services 37,500 37,000 37,300 500 200
     Health Care 27,000 26,600 26,900 400 100
Leisure and Hospitality 28,400 27,800 27,900 600 500
     Accommodations 6,200 6,200 6,200 0 0
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 18,300 17,800 17,900 500 400
Other Services 11,500 11,400 11,500 100 0
Government 3 83,100 83,000 83,200 100 -100

Sources for graph and tables: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, 
Research and Analysis Section; and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Unemployment Rates, Seasonally Adjusted
March 2008: Alaska   6.7% U.S.   5.1%

February 2008: Alaska   6.5% U.S.   4.8%
March 2007: Alaska   6.0% U.S.   4.4%

Alaska’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 
rose two-tenths of a percentage point from Febru-
ary’s revised rate to 6.7 percent in March, according 
to the Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce 
Development. The rate has been slowly climbing 
since April of last year when it stood at 6.0 percent.

The national unemployment rate – which rose three-
tenths of a percentage point in March to 5.1 percent 
– is on a similar course, and was up seven-tenths of 
a percentage point from March 2007’s 4.4 percent 
rate. 

An estimated 26,243 Alaskans were unemployed 
in March, defi ned as being both out of work and 
actively seeking a job. That’s a noticeable increase 
from March 2007’s estimate of 23,090.

Alaska added about 2,600 payroll jobs from Febru-
ary to March with the increases coming in relatively 
small numbers across a variety of industries. Food 
services and drinking places added 500 jobs and re-
tail trade added 400.

The March increase was similar to the 2,700 jobs 
added in March 2007, but signifi cantly less than the 
4,200 added in 2006. 

Over the year, payroll employment was up 1,700, 
an increase of 0.6 percent. At the industry level, oil 
and gas continued to register the biggest gains with 
an over-the-year increase of 900 jobs. Since early 
2004, the industry has added 4,000 jobs and grown 
50 percent.

Growth elsewhere was more restrained. Retail trade 
was up 500 jobs, and both food services and drink-
ing places and professional and business services 
were up 400.

Construction jobs continued to lag behind year-ago 
numbers. The March estimate of 13,800 construc-
tion jobs was down 1,100 from March 2007. Sea-
food processing, fi nancial activities and government 
were all down 100 over the year. 

April 18, 2008 No. 08-50

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 20074%

6%

8%

10%

Alaska

U.S.

Seasonally Adjusted



Labor Force by B
orough and C

ensus A
rea, N

ot Seasonally A
djusted

1

Labor Force
U

nem
ploym

ent
R

ate
Em

ploym
ent

3/08
2/08

3/07
3/08

2/08
3/07

3/08
2/08

3/07
3/08

2/08
3/07

A
laska Statew

ide 
353,032

350,705
347,794

26,243
26,932

23,090
7.4

7.7
6.6

326,789
323,773

324,704

A
nchorage/M

at-Su R
egion

194,814
194,047

192,119
12,494

12,569
10,926

6.4
6.5

5.7
182,320

181,478
181,193

M
unicipality of A

nchorage
154,455

153,854
152,405

8,800
8,872

7,651
5.7

5.8
5.0

145,655
144,982

144,754
M

atanuska-S
usitna B

orough
40,359

40,193
39,714

3,694
3,697

3,275
9.2

9.2
8.2

36,665
36,496

36,439

G
ulf C

oast R
egion 

36,118
35,778

35,461
3,477

3,642
3,142

9.6
10.2

8.9
32,641

32,136
32,319

K
enai P

eninsula B
orough

25,186
24,888

24,675
2,546

2,660
2,249

10.1
10.7

9.1
22,640

22,228
22,426

K
odiak Island B

orough
6,214

6,218
6,137

377
405

365
6.1

6.5
5.9

5,837
5,813

5,772
Valdez-C

ordova C
ensus A

rea
4,718

4,672
4,649

554
577

528
11.7

12.4
11.4

4,164
4,095

4,121

Interior R
egion 

52,545
51,886

52,444
3,830

3,982
3,405

7.3
7.7

6.5
48,715

47,904
49,039

D
enali B

orough
842

756
893

125
140

127
14.8

18.5
14.2

717
616

766
Fairbanks N

orth S
tar B

orough 
45,465

45,037
45,322

2,853
2,961

2,530
6.3

6.6
5.6

42,612
42,076

42,792
S

outheast Fairbanks C
ensus A

rea
3,444

3,403
3,407

395
403

342
11.5

11.8
10.0

3,049
3,000

3,065
Yukon-K

oyukuk C
ensus A

rea
2,794

2,690
2,822

457
478

406
16.4

17.8
14.4

2,337
2,212

2,416

N
orthern R

egion 
11,869

11,866
11,451

1,066
1,083

944
9.0

9.1
8.2

10,803
10,783

10,507
N

om
e C

ensus A
rea

3,929
3,886

3,883
429

452
396

10.9
11.6

10.2
3,500

3,434
3,487

N
orth S

lope B
orough

4,933
4,988

4,684
229

238
238

4.6
4.8

5.1
4,704

4,750
4,446

N
orthw

est A
rctic B

orough
3,007

2,992
2,884

408
393

310
13.6

13.1
10.7

2,599
2,599

2,574

Southeast R
egion 

38,765
38,188

38,004
3,137

3,388
2,781

8.1
8.9

7.3
35,628

34,800
35,223

H
aines B

orough
1,092

1,069
1,044

161
164

125
14.7

15.3
12.0

931
905

919
Juneau B

orough
18,608

18,351
18,280

957
996

851
5.1

5.4
4.7

17,651
17,355

17,429
K

etchikan G
atew

ay B
orough

7,669
7,556

7,505
566

631
531

7.4
8.4

7.1
7,103

6,925
6,974

P
rince of W

ales-O
uter K

etchikan C
ensus A

rea
2,203

2,232
2,196

405
465

372
18.4

20.8
16.9

1,798
1,767

1,824
S

itka B
orough

4,687
4,485

4,554
300

334
227

6.4
7.4

5.0
4,387

4,151
4,327

S
kagw

ay-H
oonah-A

ngoon C
ensus A

rea
1,539

1,568
1,505

325
346

313
21.1

22.1
20.8

1,214
1,222

1,192
W

rangell-P
etersburg C

ensus A
rea

2,705
2,688

2,665
393

418
337

14.5
15.6

12.6
2,312

2,270
2,328

Yakutat B
orough

262
239

255
30

34
25

11.5
14.2

9.8
232

205
230

Southw
est R

egion 
18,921

18,942
18,316

2,240
2,270

1,892
11.8

12.0
10.3

16,681
16,672

16,424
A

leutians E
ast B

orough
1,245

1,233
1,209

95
93

70
7.6

7.5
5.8

1,150
1,140

1,139
A

leutians W
est C

ensus A
rea

4,196
4,332

4,161
136

139
140

3.2
3.2

3.4
4,060

4,193
4,021

B
ethel C

ensus A
rea

7,176
7,137

6,906
1,037

1,045
844

14.5
14.6

12.2
6,139

6,092
6,062

B
ristol B

ay B
orough

506
513

482
63

65
63

12.5
12.7

13.1
443

448
419

D
illingham

 C
ensus A

rea
2,025

1,937
1,970

212
225

184
10.5

11.6
9.3

1,813
1,712

1,786
Lake and P

eninsula B
orough

1,087
1,087

1,016
101

104
72

9.3
9.6

7.1
986

983
944

W
ade H

am
pton C

ensus A
rea

2,686
2,703

2,572
596

599
519

22.2
22.2

20.2
2,090

2,104
2,053

N
ote: The offi cial defi nition of unem

ploym
ent excludes anyone w

ho has not m
ade an active attem

pt to fi nd w
ork in the four-w

eek period up to and including the w
eek that includes the 12th of

the reference m
onth. M

any individuals in rural A
laska do not m

eet the defi nition because they have not conducted an active job search due to the scarcity of em
ploym

ent opportunities.
1 U

nem
ploym

ent rates that are not seasonally adjusted should not be com
pared w

ith those that are.
S

ource: A
laska D

epartm
ent of Labor and W

orkforce D
evelopm

ent, R
esearch and A

nalysis S
ection; and the U

.S
. B

ureau of Labor S
tatistics



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


