
Unemployment rate at 8.0 percent in February

Unemployment Rates, Alaska and U.S.
January 2001 to February 2009

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment1

1 Not seasonally adjusted
2 Private education only
3 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
2/09 1/09 2/08 1/09 2/08

Total Nonfarm Employment 308,800 304,800 306,200 4,000 2,600
Natural Resources and Mining 15,500 15,600 14,500 -100 1,000
     Oil and Gas 13,000 13,100 12,300 -100 700
Construction 13,800 13,600 14,100 200 -300
Manufacturing 12,000 10,700 12,100 1,300 -100
     Seafood Processing 8,400 6,900 8,500 1,500 -100
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 61,000 61,300 60,600 -300 400
     Retail Trade 34,400 34,900 34,300 -500 100
Information 7,100 7,000 6,900 100 200
Financial Activities 14,400 14,300 14,500 100 -100
Professional and Business Services 24,600 24,300 24,600 300 0
Educational 2 and Health Services 38,100 37,700 37,300 400 800
     Health Care 27,600 27,300 26,900 300 700
Leisure and Hospitality 27,300 27,000 27,500 300 -200
     Accommodations 6,200 6,200 6,300 0 -100
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 17,100 17,100 17,400 0 -300
Other Services 11,200 11,100 11,100 100 100
Government 3 83,800 82,200 83,000 1,600 800

Sources for graph and tables: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, 
Research and Analysis Section; and U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Unemployment Rates, Seasonally Adjusted

2/09 1/09 2/08
Alaska 8.0% 7.8% 6.5%
U.S. 8.1% 7.6% 4.8%

Alaska’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate rose 
two-tenths of a percentage point in February to 8.0 per-
cent, according to the Alaska Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development. January’s rate was revised 
down one-tenth of a percentage point to 7.8 percent. 

Claims for unemployment insurance – one of the major 
inputs used to calculate unemployment – were up 12 
percent over the year in February. The other input is a 
survey of households that helps estimate the number 
of people who are unemployed but not claiming unem-
ployment insurance benefi ts, either because they aren’t 
eligible or for some other reason.

Payroll jobs increased by 4,000 in February (not sea-
sonally adjusted), but over-the-year growth slowed to 
0.8 percent after averaging 1.4 percent in 2008. 

At the industry level, oil and gas jobs were up 700 over 
the year. Nearly all of that growth came during the 
early part of 2008, however. The industry’s estimated 
13,000 February jobs are still near historical highs, but 
the number has fallen by 300 since September.

Health care jobs were also up 700 over the year and 
government jobs were up 800. Although federal gov-
ernment jobs were down 100, state government jobs 
rose by 400 and local government by 500.

Industries with over-the-year losses included construc-
tion (-300), seafood processing (-100), food services 
and drinking places (-300) and accommodations (-100). 

According to Dan Robinson, an economist with the 
Department of Labor, the job numbers indicate that the 
national recession and global economic slowdown are 
starting to have a more noticeable effect on the state.

“The unemployment rate has been rising for months, 
but the payroll job numbers are now beginning to show 
weakness,” Robinson said. “The oil and gas industry 
has seen its job counts level off after several years of 
strong growth. Without that growth, Alaska will have a 
hard time avoiding the job losses affl icting most of the 
rest of the country.”
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Contact: Dan Robinson, Economist (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis’ Web site: laborstats.alaska.gov
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ecause of the creation of new
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