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scale openings scheduled for 2009 and the ex-
pected decrease in spending by summer visitors 
will also restrain retail’s growth.
 
Small growth forecasted for health care

Health care has been one of the region’s more 
stable industries in recent years. Employment 
was 2,200 in 2008, only 100 jobs more than the 
region had in 2003.

National and international economic woes are 
unlikely to have much of an impact on health 
care. Southeast also has an aging population, 
which will gradually increase the demand for 
health care services over time.

Somewhat protected by diversity

To put the forecast in context, the loss of 350 
jobs is not particularly large by historical stan-

dards. In 1998, for example, the region saw a 
net loss of 650 jobs. Considering the job losses 
much of the nation experienced in 2008 – losses 
that are expected to continue well into 2009 – 
the expected decline is relatively mild.

Without question, Southeast’s economy is 
infl uenced by national and global economic 
changes. At least a few of the region’s four main 
economic drivers – government, fi shing, tourism 
and mining – will feel the effects of the global 
economic downturn.

For 2009, though, relative stability in govern-
ment and fi shing will partially insulate Southeast 
from expected losses elsewhere. The loss of less 
than 1 percent of Southeast’s total job count 
isn’t a signifi cant departure from the long-term 
trend for the region. 

Trends Index 2008
January
Employment Forecast for 2008: Make it 20...  
     and counting 
Employment Scene – Easing into November

February
Alaska’s Health Care Industry: It’s one big   
     dynamic industry
Employment Scene – Hints of a slowdown  
     in December

March
Nonresidents Working in Alaska: Nonresidents 
     make up a big part of the work force      
Employment Scene – Diverging roads: oil and  
     construction

April
Alaska’s Economy Since 2000: The top 10  
     developments
Annual Revisions to Employment Estimates: 
     When, why and how?
Employment Scene – Unemployment rate  
     at 6.6 in February

May
Gender and Wages in Alaska: An analysis of 
     wages in 2006
Employment Scene – Unemployment rate con-  
     tinues slow climb

June
Skagway: Gold, a railroad, and lots of big
     ships
Local Employment Dynamics: Alaska joins   
     Census program
Total Wages Grow by 4.1 Percent: State’s   
     employers pay nearly $14 billion in wages
     in 2007
Employment Scene – Unemployment rate
     holds at 6.7 percent in April

July
The Cost of Living in Alaska: A hot topic gets 
     a little hotter
Employment Scene – Unemployment rate 
     rises to 7.0 percent in May

August 
Alaska’s Home Mortgages: Activity is down in
     the second half of 2007 compared to a 
     year earlier
Alaska’s Unemployment Insurance: Legis-
     lators increase benefi ts and shift the tax 
     burden
Employment Scene – Unemployment rate at
     6.8 percent in June

September
Alaska’s Oil Industry: Producing a third less  
     oil but providing a record number of jobs
Employment Scene – Two economic indicators,  
     two different storylines

October
The Trends 100 – Alaska’s 100 largest private  
     employers in 2007: Providence breaks the   
     4,000 barrier 
Business Employment Dynamics: A look be-  
     neath the surface of changes to job counts 
Employment Scene – Unemployment rate 
     at 6.9 percent in August

November
Employment in Alaska’s Fisheries: Alaska is 
     the No. 1 fi shing state
Census 2010: The Census Bureau and what’s  
     in store for Alaska
Employment Scene – Unemployment rate
     at 6.8 percent in September

December
Retail Trade in Alaska: An industry that touches
     everyone
Alaska’s Per Capita Income: Up 6.7 percent
     in 2007
Employment Scene – Unemployment rate
     at 7.4 percent in October




