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Trends Index 2009
January
Employment Forecast for 2009: State’s 21-year
     growth streak forecasted to end in 2009
Alaska’s 10-Year Occupational Forecast: A look 
     at industries and occupations, 2006 to 2016 
Employment Scene – Unemployment rate at
     7.3 percent in November

February
Apprenticeships in Alaska: A measurable path
     to employment success
Employment Scene – Unemployment rises to
     7.5 percent in December

March
Alaska’s Residential Foreclosures: Alaska’s
     foreclosure rates – at a 15-year high – are
     still much lower than the nation’s
Alaska’s Workplace Fatalities: Work-related
     deaths decline      
Employment Scene – Job growth continues in
     Alaska

April
Youth Working in Alaska: An important compo-
     nent of Alaska’s work force
The Alaska Career Ladder: A new tool for work-
     ers, businesses and career counselors
Employment Scene – Alaska’s unemployment
     rate rises to 8.0 percent

May
Building the Next Pipeline: Assessing and train-
     ing the gas line work force
Alaska’s 2008 Population: State and local
     estimates
Employment Scene – Unemployment rate
     climbs to 8.5 percent

June
The U.S. Economy and Alaska Migration: A
     historical connection between the two
Yakutat: Fishing then, fi shing now
Alaska’s Direct Care Jobs: Home health care
    aide occupations are growing fast
Employment Scene – Unemployment rate falls
     to 8.0 percent

July
The Trends 100: Alaska’s 100 largest private
     employers in 2008 – Wal-Mart becomes the
     state’s second-largest
Valdez: A story that mirrors Alaska’s
Employment Scene – Unemployment rate 
     rises to 8.4 percent

August 
The Cost of Living in Alaska: Volatile energy
     prices and a new geographic study
Northwest Arctic Borough: A look at an
     economy in the remote North
Employment Scene – Alaska’s economy
     affected by national recession

September
The Denali Borough: Steady as she goes
The Anchorage Rental Market: A look at renting 
     a home in Anchorage
Employment Scene – Alaska’s job losses
     remain mild

October
The Unemployment Rate: A frequently used
     and occasionally misunderstood economic
     indicator 
Unemployment Claims and the Insured Unem-
     ployment Rate: What are they saying about
     Alaska’s economy? 
Alaska Local and Regional Information: A
     snapshot of an area’s work force down to
     the community level
Employment Scene – Unemployment rate
     shows little change

November
Employment in Alaska’s Seafood Industry: A
     look at harvesting and processing jobs
The Bethel Census Area: Home to the largest
     rural community in Alaska
Employment Scene – Unemployment rate
     at 8.4 percent in September

December
The 2010 Census: Why it’s important and how
     it will work in Alaska
The Recession’s Impact on Retail Jobs: In
     some ways, Alaska’s not so different
Housing Affordability: Record affordability in
     Alaska’s housing market
Employment Scene – Unemployment rate
     climbs to 8.9 percent

economy over the last several years. Health-
conscious consumers have increased demand for 
heart-healthy fats – with salmon near the top of 
the list – and seafood has become a fast-growing 
food category for the nation and world.

Although consumers may continue to shy away 
from more pricey seafood as a lingering infl u-
ence of the recession, economic slowdowns gen-
erally have smaller effects on food-related indus-
tries. For the 2010 forecast, the seafood process-
ing employment is expected to hold steady.

A resilient and diverse economy

Southeast had a rough year in 2009. It was the 
third consecutive year of employment declines 
and the losses were broader and deeper than 

the region has seen in years. Yet the region’s 
economy has been resilient in the last few de-
cades, responding fairly well to major economic 
setbacks. One reason has been the diversity 
provided by its four major economic drivers – 
fi shing, tourism, mining and government. That 
same diversity will help cushion another year 
of losses in 2010 and help generate resumed 
growth in the years to follow.




